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Editorial
This special issue contains a subset of papers that were presented at the Eighth Interna-
tional Conference on Implementation andApplication ofAutomata (CIAA’03) held in Santa
Barbara, California on July 16–18, 2003. Preliminary versions of these papers appeared in
the proceedings of the conference, under the title Implementation and Application of Au-
tomata, Lectures Notes in Computer Science (LNCS) 2759, published by Springer-Verlag.
The CIAA conference series aims at providing a forum for researchers working in the
theory, implementation, and application of automata and related structures. Research top-
ics include automata applications in model-checking and veriﬁcation, natural language
processing, speech and image processing, parsing and pattern recognition; new models
of automata; complexity of automata operations; new representations and algorithms for
efﬁcient implementation of automata and related structures.
Thirteen excellent papers were selected from the conference for this special issue. They
are expanded versions and have been subjected to the normal refereeing process.
I wish to thank the authors and the referees for their efforts and cooperation in the creation
of this special issue.
I also wish to thank those who assisted in the production of this issue: the editors and
staff of TCS, especially Giorgio Ausiello (editor-in-chief).
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